( Preached at the Leave in Boſton i iti New- 
England the 18 th of the 1. Moneth 1674- 

When two men were Exccated, who oy 

had Adaurthered their Maſter } | 


WHEREIN 1S SHEWED- 


That Exceſs in wicked 
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bv, 10. 44. The fear of tbe Lord prolongetW "* 
'* dayes, but wg wed the wicked ſhall be ſhormed,”? 
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ECCLES. 7. 17: 


Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thoiu foobihs 
why ſhouldft thou dye before.thy time. ? 


Qs being a man full of wiſdom, was - 


vety obſervant of the Providences of 2 
| God which hapned in the Place, and in 4 
the Age wherein he lived. He doth in this” - 
hapter give us an account of ſome of his ob- 2 
Ifervations that way. There is one ſpecial Qb= 
{rvation'in this. Context viz. in the 15 yerle- . E 
of this Chapter, where we have the wi/e nap. -- 
faying, There is a Juſt man' that periftieth i bis © 
F ohreouſneſs, and there js a withed man that ro 
| "pr hjs life in" bis wickedneſs. Now lelt. 
one ſhould abuſe this Yoctrine -of, the* 
mans periſhins in his. righttonfne ah: roy ; 
gyicked mans protong ging his bfe in his Sitke 
| He Heer | to a double exhortatioles =: 4 
- He doth exhort to beware-of Ext _ 4 
| he High hand ver."16.: where ; there Ate: [0 
X on the ight hand mentioned, 
a LOret ; Ughteouſneſs, Be at, See 
Ser much.” "Not that it is poſſible? n 
9 have more of real Goodaefs,in him 
Ye ought to have: _ but he may be nor 
his own ccfte't, then he ſhow 
-&y MoPrulLmens; bemppgeh 
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-{ Exc #1 in ickedneſs 
' fo the Word of God which is the Rule #* he 
Righteouſneſs ; Men may likewiſe be more ſe. ou 
vere In puniſhing offenders than the Rule does | * 
allow of, the Corinthians did ſometimes err {#7 
on that hand. And that is to be righteous over {® 
Much. ji 
2, |. Overmuch Wiſdome, ' Neither makf}t.. 
#by ſelf overwiſe ; Which muſt be underſtood ſh 
-9s the former particular; , A. man may be” 
+ Wiſer in his own eyes then he opght to be, he | © 
- may be'wiſe above what 1s written, He may| ſhe 
-- Pry Into the ſecrets of the Almighty, and en-JY 
z Gcavonrio. trace him. whole wayes, are paſt tha 


| Indig out , and whoſe Footiteps are not ng, 


thou 


is 


a3 this Bxliortition is urged from the 
- Confeiertion of the woful Eftett of this over- 
- much Wiſdom and Righteouines viz. Self de- war 
7 A Why ſbouldſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf * Ag[V< 
8 Moth that will venture too near to the} ln, 
Sy) L7zhr, deftroyeth it ſelf, ſo they that will bef* it f 
- over- wiſe, and will needs know more then Gol%” 
SEG: have them to know, deſtroy themſelyei Tt 
The other Exhortation is a Erronfl 
cake X Left hand ;- of whic! wi 
- mentioned i in this verſe, SY 
* have been read in | 
| Hoes of in the var imietatety: j #0 I: v 
"*% "By Tot overmuch wicked. q, 4: "6a kT} ot - 
hy be SITING: orer-mach; FRY 
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"brings untiwely, yen g\ 


heed of erring, on the otheF extream, which 
*our nature is moſt prone unto. The Hebrew 
word is {_ do n0t wickedly much. ? not that the 
& Preacher. does allow of. any wickedneſs at all, 
Tonly his deſign is to ſhaw the evil of all exceſs 
in wickedneſs. 
&.- 2. Another Error on-the lefi hand is Foql- 
iſhneſs: Neither be thou fooliſh. Heb. * [ neither. 
be thox 4 fool. ] becauſe all wickedneſs is folly,' 
and finners are fools, as afterwards we ſhalt 
ſhew. And this cxhortation is likwife. preſſe@ 
by an argument taken from the miſerable en# 
, {that ſuch ſinners come to at laft. 'Gad-in his 
þighteous Providence does many times fo order 
that they dye before their time. _ Why ſhouldſt 
thou dye before thy rime 7. Ivvis as-t it were ſaid, 
Though it be {o that here and there a wicked 
man doth prolong his life in his wickednels, 
yet for-any one thence to imbolden himſelf ig 
fin, is the greateſt folly imaginable; for uſually 
it falls out otherwiſe, that wickedne% . doth 
borten the dayes of thoſe that are guilty of i IK 
[The Dattrine therefore om the words i'18,/ 
Fre: That the Providence of God doth oftentimes 
jp 41 8; as that an untimely death ſtall. he Fe 
 bim that bath been wicked oue8#-anpih. 


e .DoCtrinal handling-of thas \Fourhgs 
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"3"  Exceſjo wickedreſs ' 

' Three Things ma attended 3 '1. To en- 
guire how any ane may be ſaid to dye before his 
#ime.. 2. What. Over-much wickedneſs that is 
which is uſually followed with untimely death, | 
or yy one may be ſaid to be wicked over- 

t 2nch, 3. The Reaſons of the Doftrine, why. 
'- "God in his Providence doth often ſo diſpoſe as" Þ 

- . That an untimely deathy ſhall be the Portion of 

- Juchash en wicked over-much. 

...Q- FF Hew Can one be (ſea to dy before hs time ? 
"Anſiv;” "N# i in rres of the Decree of God 

Kb Bree? Thall dye before the time which the 

rd hath determined be fulfilled, The time of 

ri mans death .is appointed. Hence Job 

h Chap.*14- 14 All the dayes of my appoint- 

"time will T wait til my change come, and in 

3 oi 15 verſe of that Chapter it is ſaid, Sceing 

7 SL Þ s are determined, the number of his months 
1* ##e - With thee, thou baſt appointed his bounds 

E: that b# carmot paſs.” Not only the years but the |' 7; 

."moneths, nay the deyes which every.man ſhall |.q 
. Hive are determined by the Lord, ſo as that ho Þ* +. 
aftialt notlive a day longer, nor die a day ſooner 
FO war before appointed. But a man may be 
3 tody before his time, 
Fo Ih reſpett of his owy expethyzion.' He n:-y# 
Ts . ', I he doth expett death; He*ceBlg 
Space Sl ſaid no die ſuddenly,” 14 Theſ. - 3.095 

ooo] pa CR jen 64 "in 

upon them. a © ty aue | 
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"hangs whip ath. b—_ 

Sudden deſtruftion cometh upon ſinners, i. e.! * 
| xot only which is ip it ſelf ſudden, but as to 3 
' | their expectation ſo. Thus in. the Parable 73 
. |. concerning the-witked ſervant, Mat. 24. 48, * 
| 49, 50. f that evil ſervant ſhall ſay, --- my Lord 
\ 4-delayeth his Coming, --= the Lord of that ſervant * 
'} ſhall come in a day when he looksth not for bim, &, 
| 31 an hour that he is not aware of. So doth he die :- 
before his- time wherein he expected death is 4 

' | come. It is often ſo with them that, have -beer © 
*| very wicked and fooliſh ; Wherefore itis.faid 7 
| int the parable-concerning the” Faol when he 
f} thought he had many yearSto live Lak, 12. 20." 4 
| God ſaid unto bim, thow Fool this night ſhall thy 4 
* | ſoul be required of thee."-- Hence, 
1 2. A fmner may be ſaid 10 aye before his Himes 
(| in reſpett-of his preparation” for 4 dying. hour = 
"| -Death,may come upon him: before he is pre- , 3 
* |, pared to encounter with'that- enemy .: an + 
then he dyeth indeed, 1» dying he Trl >. tt + 
l death find him unprepared, the ſecond eath [. 
9] taketh hold on that ſoul. The Devils ſome- 
*times ſaid to Jeſus Chriſt, ar: hou come to tor- $ 
nent us before our time ? Truly ſach a ſoul go= 
eth to the place of Torment before . the time *% 
4: There is pany afinner that death finds . with- 
*Fjour an. bin Jeſus Chriſt, there is ſome. 
- 35m that behath Hot repented of; nay it may be 
morn gy repented of ſo muchas one 2} 

a he 1 Is not prepared to. dye. It had * 

| _ r uy | that bs F-., uE been 
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, 3 I "Freeſys ickedneſt Ke a. IN "A 1 
= been born, than thaFhe Fouls dye and go out i 
of the world in that condition: | 
8 3. A ſinner may dye before that time be fulfill | 

E ed, which acrording to the ordinary courſe of na- 

E Zure he mich: have'lived. . And this is eſpeci- ''T; 


E ally intended here in the Text. why" ſhouldft 
1 \ thou die before thy. time ? Hebr. and not” in thy , a 
5 Zime, that is to fay-before that time which ac- 


Lordingas the ordinary courſe of nature thou 


Providence doth ſo "order as that. 
» -haye been wicked over- much ſhall 
that tigge- Thus concerning the 


b Free Ages lived, be expired. . Many times 


Fol of the ungodly which tive before the 
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ES -Eliphaz taith, * Haſt rhou maxked the old 
- Way whichwicked men have trodden, wha were cus 
+ down our of time Job.+22. 15, 16, * According 
x0 the-ordinary' courſe of nature, they might | 
| Jute 1ived. a longtime, bat they were cut - 
- gown by the ftroke- of Death. Wicked men 
-* never dye before they are ripe in fin, hut they | 
+ [*oftett dye before they are ripe in nature. They P 
are: carried /and chafed out of the world by 
- "Jome vivlent death. 
© ©SOmetimes this is fg to paſs by the: 
rds immediate hand wen. be gencrat'y, Þ 
wicked over-mnch, the 1 "wig 31 Nas jury x 
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ings uutimely geath. 


dof Sodom and GomorrhF in. the morning 
y were we! and likely to have lived many 
| op day, bpt cad and damned. before night. 
Thoſe fore Judgements of Famine, Plague, 
Fand Sword, come and ſweep away multitudes 
Fbcfore their time, when a people are become 
wicked over; much. And . particulars, Judge- 
ments go hence come upon partiular Perſons, 
whereoy they are cut” off before their tire. 
There was that wicked Er, and his wicked 
Brother Onan, did *commit abominable un- 
cleanel$ in the light of God, ' and; therefore 
the Lord;flew them that they ' thed: before npeir- 
time. So Nazab and *Abibu were wicked over I 
much, and there went;out firefrom the Lord k. 
andidevoured them, and they dyed before the \_-* 
Lord. Corab and his Complices,”: wickegneſs ©: 
| as amongſt them and ig their Dwehbngs, and as 2 
\the Phlmif ( alluding to that, very: -Judge- 2 
ment) ſpeaketh, Dearh ſeized upon thets and -þ 
they went down quick, into kell. Pal. . 55:15» 
 Ananias and Sapbira were wicked over much-7 
when they committed Sacriledze, and alſo tin- 
ned and . lyed in. a 'Church Aſlerabty. where | 
there. is a ſpecial preſence of the Spirit of God 7 
| 29 thence e guilty of Lying: to'the Ho-' 
f Ghoſt, wihertiore firit the one of thei tejl 
OY - & api ghoſt, &thentheother, 
" re. oth caſt-inrFone Erave, and 
The Scripture is full.” 
$ PprPole.  Apaing 
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Exq in TIRED; 
ſometimes Gods icegerents are improved |. 
as his executioners of his wrath -ind juſtice up- # 

'on ſuch ſinners- The Magiſtr 2te beareth not} 

the Sword in vain, but is the [1 niſter af God, Þ'M 
|  arevenger-to execute wrath upon him thath 
>, doth-evil. Hence David ſpeakes i2ying, 1 willy” 

. early deſtroy op be-wicked of the land, that 1 may fal 

” cat off the wicked doers from the city of the Lord. 

> " Pfal. 161, 8. 1 will early deſtroy "them, in| 
k the Original/ it "is i= the morning 1 will de- 

F* mere them, becauſe inthoſe times MalefaCtors Ja 

I Fa bak ted in the Morning, and thats his|'#b 

NT mg E> that, he would ſee execution done di 


ritz was cutvff by-the hand 'of Juſtice, | Þ< 
+ becauſe of the Murder which their Father had| ©! 
| committed; and n6- doubt but. they had been| 7” 
* Tome way acceſſary, in conſenting or aprove- ha 
| Ing, or not duly bearing witneſs ag that] Þx 
E wniquity. hl 
#-..- Sometimes again, The Lord in a Judicial D 
C. way giveth up ſuch ſinners to the power off 
E Satan and their own Corruptions,. ſo as that th 
3 they become their own executioners, as we ſeef V! 
> In Judas, who-after he had brought himſelf 
+ under the guilt of inocent bloudgwent tc che | £: 
® Halter to let-out his wretched foul. | 

+ + But thus magh may ſuffice {cbs 
3 + the rbenquiry Agee | 
LIFE bows to the frond rg Pome | 
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brings untimely death, P 
Namely, What OverMuch wickedneſs that 
»-# which is uſually followed with untimely death ? 
hor when may 'a man be ſaid to be wicked over- 
1, pmuch ?* Be. | 
i Anſw. 1- When be doth make himſelf more * 
Picked than indeed he is, e.g. When he doth 
falſly accuſe himſelf to be g«ilagfef this or that 
which he wag never aCtuallyguilty of. There 
are ſuch wotul fooliſh Creatures in the world 
that glory: in their ſhame,. and-take a pride in 
.faying that they have committed” this'or that 
abomination, which yet it- may 'be they never 
did commit : It is juſt with Gqd that fnch 
| ſhould aye before their time, & that they-ſhould 
be:dealt with as if they were-xeally "gnllty 
thereof; as we ſec in the'inftanee. df thar 4- 
malekite who accuſed himſelf 'as* having an 
hand in Sauls death, it's a queſtion whether he 
had ſo really or nq, yet inasmuch as he accuſed 3 
himſelf, David condemned him;-2- Sam; 1. 16. þ 
David ſaid thy-bloud be u;j as thy head, for thy 73 
-20uth has teſtifyed ag ainft thee ſaying, T have ſlain © + 

the Lords Anointed. So.when' any poor. Creat= * 
| ure ſhall ſay that. he has o«t-/food & {inn'd-away 
| the day of. grace, albeit the Holy Spiric 1s fe- 
& cretly ſtriving with him till, or that. he hath 
ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; or that! his fin 
7 F greater, thag-the Mercy of God, As Frare's 2 
| $5 4 after Ws Apoſtacy uttered: ſoch deſpe- 4 
ws Blafphemy 23 that, 244 {i ( ſaid he ) is & 
piearey th | ' the” mergy of God, And this it was , 
dE II .. 6 WY 
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Exceſs iy wic | 
” ich deſjia pairing i Carp Fi ſaid, -mme inj- 

 quity 15 greater than can be fargiven Gen. 4+ 13+ 

) ohio doth well reply upon him mentiris Þ 

Cain, that's alye Cain, thy 1in is not greater Þ 

» than | can be. forgiven. Some have obſerved. - 

E that Cains deſperation and  Blaſphemy was'F 0 

a greater evil than his arther was, when he'F * 

- ſhed the inocent blood of his own- Brother . Þ 5” 


E And indeed Deſpair layeth the Foundation for Lie 
- all exceſs in wickedneſs, it makes men "to be- he 


| come nd; better than Devils incarnate 3 and | 
| [them to dye before their time 3 Wit» | th 
t 7. who” in deſpair hanged himſelf 
- An not we in.our dayes known or heard« 
T; & 'many ructul inſtances. of that kind ? - * 
E 2. WW: ben 4 main ſhall become riley of ſach ſins P! 
| wr are of @ very hainous nature, then he may be ll 
-. ſaid to be wicked overmnch. There are ſcarlet Þ - 
> ins; Crimſon abominations which the Hea- | 
Þ vens bluſh to behold. There are bloudy fin- th 
- mers whole ſouls lye bleeding under prodigi- b 
E ous Guilt, even {uch as have been guilty of e- bi 
E Vus, that by the Law of God and man are |, 
E Capital Crimes, theſe are they that have been ya 
Ot 
F 


; Wicked over-much. 

- To. mentio nonly one or two Crimes, 

-- Harter is a great and \horrid/Wickedneis, x: 

# F 5 _ /rn np as hn + wy has beenguilry 'Y- 

f v no Cale dongd. Man - 

| -— Sand = 31. Wi boJe Kileth , £6 ba . the 
Er? ket be put 30 Kh, mareover & ſha | 
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| . brings untimitly ggath . ir 
[take no [atisfaftion for the life of a murtherer 
"which &« guilty of-death bat he ſhall be ſurely p:t to 
death, And they thatkave been gmlry of this 
wickedneſs, uſually dy bgfore their time: ac-_ 7 
# cording to that ScripturePhg. 55-23. Bt thow 7 
O God. ſhalt bring them down th ac/truehion, bloody 
and deceitful men ſhall not live ont "half their - 
| dayes. It is thought by ſome that Cam, ( who” 1 
' | was. the firſt Murtherer amongſt men ) dyed 
| | before his Time: © The Jews bave a Traditt- 
4 on that Lamech killed Cain and a, young man 
that was with him hunting in the woods; To #5 
this purpoſe ſome underſtand'that place four ©: 
4 Verſion doth, evidently fayour that Inter- 4 
pretation Ger. 4. 23, 24. Lamech ſaid T have © 
ſlain a' man'to- my wounding, anda young © man to © 
my hurt, If Cain be avenged ſeven feld ſarely Lite - ? 
| mech ſeventy and ſruen fold. However the Pro- 
| vidence of God a uſually ſo diſpoſe as that - 
| they who have taken away the lives of others ;2 
| by violence, ſhajl themſelves dye a violent and - 
blondy death. Joab murthered Abfter and. 5 
-Amaſa, and he ( though an'o!& man) dyes be- "# 
fore his tane, he that had ſhed the 'blou@-of 5 
others, / his own bloud was fhed for Tt' ar laſt. 7 
$34/h conſpired againſt £2 =chariah and. ſtaned 4 
Shin with ſtones, and afterwards His own fery- 
aws.conſprired ag ainft bim and ſlew b;, 
#-: Many other Jnſtances are recorded in Sctipte © 
Jvre and. in humane. writipgs all confirming the” 
.þtrath-of this. Yea, God from Heaven Goth -? 
EEE --—. all 
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uſually purfue this M with ſpecial ſignal teſti- 


the Lord has ſtrapge: wales to diſcover this in: 
Rather than the Myrderex ſhall not be found 
> out the Heaven ſhdll reveal his iniquity, and 
the Earth fhall riſe up againſt him. How often 


p - Beaſts of the earth brought-Murther to light ! 
E. .: The Story * isancient and famous concern=- 
.* ing Bs, who had murthered his own Fa- 
> ther, andlometime after the ſwallows making 
- ano in. The Chimney ( as it is-the manner 
- oLthaſe birds:to do) His guilty Conſcience 
- WaSal 2d they had told -of him, whereupon 
= HSE to kill the SWallows, and being asked 
- e:xealon, -Why-C faid he ,) the ſwallows do 
{ HOEDIWE but-fay "Befſus bath kitt 4 his . Father, 
-  Pefo: bath kill 'd; bis Father: Whereby he 


A, 


p.- ; ulpetted, and upon Examination confeſſ- 
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* £-Jt;s allo ſtoried.of a -+ Sonldier. belongin 


b Soking Tyr7b4us, that being flain, a dog whic| 

L: ie hadicould-by no'meanes be enticed from the 

þ- 062d-apflyy but the King coming by, he fawn'd 

-oppn:tam,. as It were craving help. at his 

© pands, whereupon he cauſed. all His Army tc 
- Pals by 4in | order; 


; > are Sorcoly vpon, then 
» then favw;gnporrthe:King the Jouldiers' 
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monies of his righteous diſpleaſure . Hence 


4 - have- the Fowls of heaven . nd-the dumb. * 
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herenpon  exartined, confi d the Murther, 
Find received conidign Puniſhment. Many other 
| iter to this purpoſe could produce, but 
j 


Again, Rebellion is a Crime which they that 3 

4 Ire euilty of are wicked over much. "When i ins} 
teriors ſhall wickedly riſe up againſt Superiors.  * 
When Subjetts ſhall in a way of Rebellion rife 
up againſt the Authority which the Lord has - 
fet over them: Snch often 9 before their 
time, Hence Chriſt ith, A they that take 
the Sword ſhall periſh with the Sword, Matth. 26. 
52. that 1s to fay they that take wp th the ne 
In a way of Rebellion againſt Lawful g 
ty. That” DoCtor Gamalitl_in his . Fa 4 "2 
made to the Council taketh notice of two EX- | 
amples concerning this: A&.. 5.-36, 37.. 
"Ty hendas boa fting himſelf to be ſomebody, to' whom 
« number of men, about fonr hundred Joyned thei . x 
ſelves, were flain, and all as many as obeyed him * 
| vere ſeattered, a and bronght to pr after this 
man roſe np Tudas of Galilte, and drew. away 5 
| cb peopte fe him, he alſo periſhed; and” all © 
{ even"as many as obeyed him were diſperſed... 50 s. 
Sher Eryants ſhall riſe up in Rebellion aj 
vieir Maſters, i is a wicked thing. Where- 
| tx. cyen' Jezebel could ſay, Had Zion, 

0 » bis maſter ? 2. King. $33" ARG © 
| >h ns? had - he Þ Th his 5 
.#n c0a 0 he MYR | A 


as " Exoeſgi in ; mokedneſs | " 7 
diy? 3Dia not tHe hand of God follow him? [ 


_ till he himſelf was Thin? AHad Zimri peace Þ 
' who flew his Maſter ? 


”. 4 


So when Gkildren ſhall rebel againſt thei þ 
Þ rents their wickedneſs is exceſſsvely great 0. 
And ſuch Children do uſually dye before theitY-”' 
eime,. witneſs the fifth Commandment where | 
It is ſaid, Hoowr thy. Father and thy Mother, of 
_ that thy: dayes may -be lang upon. the Land whith or 
the Lord thy God giyeth zhee. Therefore they: Ye 
” that "Es this Commandment may expe} / 
+. that their days ſhall not be long, but they ſhall of 
E” refore theyr Hinges. We ſee it -in Abſolom, | 7” 
RS A rebellious Child, and what. came of {© 
mm ? "was he fiot- hang'd at laſt'?: and threef 
Irts s thruſt: throughhis heart while he was yek de 
” <alive* Travelless, report- that .in the ſame th 
place. where Abſoſom was buried, there is no}: 
&valt heap of ſtones which is come. to paſs by 
& This means; It is cultomary for every one thatl, T 
Wh NW by that place, *to-throw a ſtone 'panl | 
 "Abſolom, ung theſe words, Zhus ſpall ic bf t 
"tone, to the ſor thr rebells a 1 ainſt” h1s Farher [hu 

2g "Thus ſhall it be done to the Child that rife;h oh 

'- op againſt his Parents, _ | BY 552 
. When 4 men ſhall.multiply cranſgie{ig 1 ts $5 
may be ſaid to'be wicked ove. "Y "Wit [Rey 
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funs2r dog evil an hundred times, Alas .there is 
many a inner _ that hath done ſo: -He hath 

+made himfel6 drunk a» buntred times, He hath 
"{ been unclean and abpminable in the. fight of 
God. an bandred times, He has lyed againſt. his * 
$ Confcience an hundred FIres,, then he hath been 
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; wicked over mugh. - $0 when a- vile Creature 2? 
, | ſhall aa fin 70 ſin, as the Prophet complainetht * 


of them Ifai-. 30. 1-  .When he ſhall add new. 
tranſgrefſiens tovy/d fins, Sins of ggeto "ns\of 
Youth, latter ts foraner iniquities., What fayth 
the Scripture ? 1+. Per 47 3. © The: rime paſt 
of our life may ſufpce.-u5-f0 have wrought the 
will of the gentiles, . when we walked-in baſerviouſ< * 
neſs, luſts, exceſs bf wing, revellings, bangquetings, © 
\©&c. Therefore 'when a ſinner ſhalladd new © 
debts tothe'old icore, it is more than ſufficerh, 
that-15to fay_ he 1s wicked over-much, NE 
., 4+, T hey that 'ure incorrigible in the waigs of 
ſin, are wicked over much. Who fin againſt all 
meaney that -can - be uſed. to reclaim them < 
"There are ſach ſinners as do deſpiſe all meanes 
"they wilt take no warning - Though God 
-himſeliſpeaketh to them by awfal.Provid- 
ences, taking ſome and hanging them. up" be=- | 
fore their eyes, y<t they will go on Mill in their - 
Sfreiraſſes. + And thaugh they that are the 
SLords Viceyernts on earth do eſtabliſh 
Execute ſevere & righteous Laws, and put- it . 
Yall finners to. ſhame, yer they ſtill continus 4 
$ © trauſgrels -3g2inld the Lord tt This dotte - 
yo be #8 BY In -;" critenge- Y. 
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LOT6  Exuyſs i wicl cleareſt = 
evidence a" deſpt pry wicked man . At is 
Jpoken concerning a than that is beyond mea- 
ure wicked, - that he doth 71 upon the ig gf'e 
Boſſes of- the Bnckler of the Almighty Job. 1 
*- 26. | What is tht Bickler of the Almighty? 1 a 
It isthe Word*of God;+ And what” are the thi 
thick Boſſes bf that Buckler ? They are theÞ2* 
| 'T breatnin s and: Saritions. arnexed to that] y 
ord: When "ſinners ſhall tranſgreſs in 2 'F 
E Tire there are Lawes. eſtabliſhed and*”” 
— Tandy accor to the Word of God, 7" 
b-- Es exon hey ol po 
_ upon the t of the Buckler 0 
Oy, and therefore are deſper-| *2' 
A ww . And there are that fin again&]*Þ"* 
ht ofthe Goſpel and re oofs adminiſ :Ca 


- * Erecin ord 'and Names ſuch are |<: 
W : Stcieds over much. and have cauſe ts "fear that The 
$5 ſhall dye ' ore their time.” witneſs "that]-" 
| £cripture Prov. 29.. 1: He-rhat Veixg of-| 
<Ft3 +eproved and Wardentth bis neok ; ſhall Feaden, Jo 1 
358 deftroyed ad” that” I. remedy, And 
are that deſpiſe reproofs, inſtruftions 
znitions, exhortatlons, Kivargy adminif-f 
5 Families, by * , REF. ; far 
A ES alſo wicked aver much, "nd a 6 often oy te 
«thei time ; Wittieſs the fors ef £1," 
hott! it is faid, rbey bearkned not tothe ole: » f 
"whe Fathers, jy, te Lord voutd flay- lit 
F547 © Doth thy Father" giv the 
E--- $3 2: 


a '%, bps GE, | 
"inet anvinneah:. 17 


j.E kim? . This.is « fi ign that tbe Lord will flay 
thee. Remember thofe prond -and prophane 
| young men, the ſons,of El: they regarded not 
what their Father faid to them, ' and theretore. 
they dyed before their fime. This cometh of 
not hearkning to the voyce of a Fathef. 


4 


. They that mind gothinp but the things of, 
| this world [y the ee” and.lufts thexeof, are 
wicked overmuch. Even they that live like A- 
| theiſts without God 1m the world.” And: this laſt 7 
| particular ſnits with the ſcope of this Context. *% 
| For as they Te '71breous over much. whounder. * 
4:pretence of Religion-rieglect 'their particular 
|-Callingg$" So they arewickghover much who 
celery guries.of Religion 'out of -reſpeft-to 
4.the world,” , There-are thar live-in . contiguat 
4 | 


-hegleft'of God: and of their own ſouls. and 
Salvation.z "Hence no preyer it may. be, nor © 
| much as in the Fr:iy, y go Reading of the' 
7 EIDOS, no Meditation, 'no ſelf-Examinatis 
How do men live as if there. were: ao: *Þ 
IN | rorld but;-this ! as if there, were-no-God to 
(1 they had: no fouls to fave ! ©: Ger- \. 
[42 | JF are Picked over- much, 2 


| ' And deb I we done with the fecotk.” 
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| Fes fe in withedreſs A 
© Oueſt. ;;*Why db" God in bis Provillenc 
 nirivn, [6 diſpoſe as that an untimely death. 
" ſhall be the Portion of him that hath been wicked ed 
over much ? . ſes 
For: Anſwer, we ſhall ohly mention two Rea: | ev 
fork. Pr {vic 
Reef. 1, The Tied doth this that He ma þ Fol 
' manifeſt. bs es Þiſpleaſure againſt ſa ,4on 
+Hab. r.*r3.: Hc.1s of purer eyes thaw to behold [tha 
evih, bull ane look on 1m19:ty, that 1s to ſay wa 
»Wwith*aprobation; or:without deteſtatiorr and [hea 
' "Indignarion againſt in. "The Bleſſed holy. God [wic 
| o doth bear. an/iffinitedeteſtation-and Indigna- [this 
- Hon "againſt Sir; Hence, He Teaveth Marks [Tho 
Of: his «Di tſpleaſute- upon the firiner: © As God oe | 
- et a Mark upon: Caiti's: forcheadly. fo Heaſbal 
1 ts 2 Mark 6 DiſpFaſure upon notorious 
A Tranſgrclſors. Yea ſometimes when” he for- [1s 
F giveth the ſin, yethe doth vt with tempo. 
fora vengeancepbhat fo the world\ might ſeed WW 
A ſin is odions&#nd 2bominable. inthe ſightÞare ! 
E. of God. Hence fuch firners as. the Text ſpeak: Inſtr 


th of,” ruſt dye before therr time, . . hort, 
37> eaſ. 2. That fo others may therebybe 'warntl | 1 
Abd arreried from the Commiſſionof #he Tike ron In 
p- F7. Thus it was with®*Lo''$s wife, the dyed: -hefert ;4 


er time, that - fo others might be warned | 
"Her Example, to beware of | ; "nifty | b, 
| Ihe Amefin;.which ſhe was, fſo-Bbinllypriciſhe ” 
5 | *dor'; [therefore Chriſt aid £6 bis Diſciple] 


SIE: 5. Es | Ke: e511'h 
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: brings untis elydeath. 19 
ſo remember her, asthat you may for -ever 
+ take heed of doing as ſhe did: She was turn- 
e&d into a pillar of Salt, that others might-be 
| ſeaſoned thereby and preſerved from the like 
| evil. - Gods wiſe atid wonderful in his; Pro- 
-vidences, and knoweth how to order. thedcatlr 
Fof two or.thxee-fo as 'to prevent the-DeſtruCti- 
| on of marnythereby. - Hence He has appointed 
Ithat Juſtice ſhalt - he «-#e-red ina" $Ulermma 
1 way upon Capital offenders, that otiigts. ma 
{hear and fear and-none may dog'any more 
wickedly. . We-find the Lord Himſelf gyveth 
.Jthis reaſon of this matter Det; 134 $, --« 11. 
Thou ſhalt not hearken unto him neither ſaall thine 
[feje pitty him, neither ſhalt, thou ſpare, but "tho1: 
halt ſurely bill him : And-all Tjrael ſhall hea 
[& fear and ſhall do& 20 more ahy oh withedveſs as 


this 15 among Jou, 


| We come now to apply gs Doctrine There 
Fare two Uſes to be inhiſfed op, 1. by way. of | 
«Pnſtruttion:or Informing. 2. by way bs Ex- 
Shes ny 
By oy of Infor mation: - x = 
\ Toform. , We may ſee by this, that Ii: i 
- grcers/ t olly in the world . -Well might 
Jormn Tay.25 in the Text, 7eirer be 1hea fool 
bs - Far twand doe wickedly, 1s the great= 
t Fouli that ever was, or can be. Sit 
a Departure : iram the-Rule'ok Wiſfome, l 
"* Wan 14 "1h with his-lfe fox no:hing * 18 


# Blown "24" 2 x 
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> not that monſtrons Folly ©? And thus doth. .Þ; 
- - a wretched ſinner doe.” Mens lins'are unfruit- 
- ful works of darkneſs - What profic had you of Þ,t 
E rheoſe things whereof ye ave now ana ? Sinig'fn 
E the moſt unprofitable thing in the world: It is [j, 
- good for nothing, neither for bodyPÞmnor Soul, 
nor. Name, : norEſtate, but brings-Death and Þ 
A” man by Sin ( eſpecially # 

ooſerh his Name.” 4 =>. and. 7 
: + get, and areproach that ſhall-not T1 
Wip away. And he looſeth'his life, and P| 

\ that wfore 45 tare: as% the Text ſheweth ; yea | p; 
4 and pork 6 SOLON will loſe his ſoul for of 
zX SEES «86: He that ſumeth againſt me | of 
B 'Fouk. + The Impenitent Sinner 
A dels < Toin- ajpon- his own ſoul. Therefore 
" Sitt' folly, 1] the more finful-the more fool- th 
= Uh; The greatet* ſinners, : Fre the greateſt | 54, 
Foots inthe world.' *Wherefore it is ſaid Eccl. 
9.3- The beert of th ſons of men 5 full of evil, 
"+ atd maaueſ3 win theifbeart while they live, as Fo 
after that they 'goe tothe dead. Yea to the damn- of 
ea! -QOh what horrible magneſs is ie; for any 
- Man, that fo he may enjoy the pleaſures of | 
E. 7 for. a ſeaſon; to Venture the eternal Damn- | 
W air of his precious and immortal foul.- | 


\. 


3 Saform. 2. It follows from | Pence. that ©: 

= ow w 14 it ſelf a Tudo ement;* For it is 
| eatned 2s a puniſhment of - wickedneſs." i! ro 
Kay of ſin, and of the curſe; -j If If Ad: mech ba; 
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*Fxof ſinned there would ha 
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ve been no ſhort 


lives, none of his Poſterity ſhould have had 


 Itheir lives ſhortned - And in the times of the 


Reſtitution of all things; when the Curſe ſhall 
be removed, it will not be as at this day, Rev. 


[21. 4. There: ſpa be no more \death . To be 


ſure. there e no-mome ſuch «timely death 


, 


| Fas our Eyes do" with ſadteſs behold "this day- 


Looks as long life is \n it ſelf a bleſſing, and 
therefore is promiſed as ſuch in the Scripture 
Pſal.. 91. 16. With long life will T ſatisfie him, 
Prowe'$-10. Receive .my ſayings, andthe years 
of thy tife ſhall be many. and 10. 27. The fear 
of the Lord prolongeth dayes.” Whatever any 
true believer hath done or ſuffered for; of ac- 


- [cording tp the will of God;..whillt he was itn 


the world, ſhall come in,upon the account at 
the laſt and great day,' a-glorious' feward-of 
mercy ſhall be given , for it; "thence is it ſo 
great a mercy to.live long. So on, the other 
hand, Short .life is a great Jadgment, and is 
often threatned as ſuch In the*Stfipiure, Prov. 


10. 27. The years of the wicked ſhalt be ſhortned, 
Eccleſ. $.-r3, Nether ſhall he prolong his dayes. 


FAnd it is mentioned as an heavy imprecation, 


SPA}. 109. 8: Let his dayes be few, For when - ® 


ja wicked man dyeth ( dying in his fins ) kgand 


*Eandone for ever : when once his body Yin the: 


. 
1 


'& :2200t. hope for the mercy of God, * © 


"down into the pit of the grave, and. his world © 


= 


goze down into the pit of eternal Dark iVortor's 
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| hay for Vs of his Sin, he cannot hope for 
- the ſalvation of his ſoul. Therefore ſhort 
* life js in it ſelf a judgment. * Only as to the 
Ele of God it 1s tyrned gnto mercy. As Af- ſe 
Eva. are.it themſelves evil, and fruits of | ? 
Fx Cole, but. to Believers they become Fe | a 
eatcit Pelings: 'Sd an untimely deavsj n | 
$5 "al 4 Pref evil, but-/to one that belongs D. 1] 
-the E! eion.of” Grace, * t Becometh a wonder- 4 
» tot mercy, for haſtcheth his eternal 3 a Ft 
& neſsand glory. he i 
: . Inform. 3. Hencett likewi/e follogi - Righte- It 
br .euft WRIT The to abr Long Life, i Wicked- | 
WW neſs bring” untimely death, I Righteonſneſs | M 
- wit dthver from Heath. There 1.10 Th4zFhteous 
I or" but ſhall vein this world fo long as lite | 0 
8 ſhall be good. far him to enjoy- | Ps 
E-; ” Objett. But ſame-one will ſay, do we not | 
» Tee that good men dye when they are yourg as | © 
_— well as others ? of lo 
E- © Auſw; Very tftie:” As there-are ſome that | *1 
»% ArE too, wicked to live long ; So there are others al 
er $Hat are roo good 79 tive long, in fuchian, evil þ 2 
| S $44 Fetched - world 2s. this - Jeroboam's godly fo 
*19n dyed'in his youth. Joſrah a: moſt eminent | ® 
7 E Jai of the Lord, dyed in the midft of Has 
GS-17 Enoch, thotgh the beſt man; andthe ji ** 
5 rn{ifter of God in all the, world in his} 


"AT 


# taken. out of the wor ' before he Þ * 
Ent 24. {ao TH fo babe. m4 Se 5 (poly Gaye? 4 
4. ,. Bet | 


"brace unti/n ly death. 23 *© 
were wont to live : but” then it would not be _ 
| good-for them to live any longer. God is only 
wiſe and faijthful,. and therefore He takes his 
ſervants to himſelf when he ſeeth that life will 
not be beſt for them- Beſides, 2 mar{ may liv Cy 
| long u @ little ime: It is ſaid the child ſhatt the an 
| oe Hock 4 [la.65. Þ. Tho 2 child | 1D re- 
| ſ years; yet he ſhall have the grace GQ.gra- 
vity,.the wiſdom and knowledg of a man that 
' has liv'dan ndred years. And indeed that is 
_ moſt deſifaBIE” It is great Mercy in many re- 
ſpedts, t& be freed from the prevailing infirn- 
ties of old age, and therfore i live Tong-in a 
lirtle ries moſt deſirable . - As Tremember - 
Mr. Cottoz in an Epi {tle which he hath prehxed 4 
to one of Mr Nor:o#'s * Books taketh'notice”-3 
of it with repect to Dr. Preſton, that it was 
hs conſt ant deſire affetta HOR ane expi eſſion, that he 
might I5ve long in « little ripneand the Lord grant- 
ed-him his deire of keart therein. Some: live: 
longer in ſeyen years, than dhe 'S do Iin-ren_ 
times ſeven years. They ave more for God,” % 
and' more for his People in {-ven years, than: 2 
2thers doe in-twenty- 'for ty, thregſcore; Or. 1n 
fouricore years. Moreover that promiſe: 'of- * 
ong kfe will be fulnlled to the righteous at the - 
fe to come. As indeed, all prom! fes Gand I 
{ threatnings too ) are jully ACCOmpiithed In the 2 
| world 
'\*. See 74r Cotton's Epiſtle before Mr, Porto 5 
Priboges: E. Epergtlp 


v 


pans come, - There th "IEP ſhall lite E | 

Va ever, It was-promiſed to Chriſt, that he 
| ſhould be ſatisfied with long life, Pfal. 91. wr. 

+) And that he ſhould prolong busdayes, {a.'53 . T0, 
| Yet we know that Chrift wis.not in this world 
 mych;above'two and thirty years'4- how then 
-- did be eprolong his-dayes ?--in thefother rid, 
þ his ayes ate projlanged to Erernity, acc 

= <0-the Scripture P/al; ZY: 4. He -asked bife of 
{ Thergoand thay eaveſt it bim, lengrlyaf/ aayes for 
| ever: andever, w— 43; 

- Ofec 12+ her it - be a word of "Exlprration, 
x7 Here i Is 2 gepcr al word of Exhoxtation, 25 


5 sf 


ts Let en wy be exborted to.make 4 right i ie 
" Prevemenit of fuch awf ii Providenees as the I ext 
Ears o.-There is: ſach a providence before 
Wn} this day, which has occaſioned me to ſpeak 
theſe words atathis time : For truly I 
AoptS; wouldmot have us ſuffer fuch 10- 
& lemn awfal Providencey as theſe to paſs aw 'y 
E without taking ipeciab notice of them, and 
fone good improvement thereof. - 
"You will fay, But: what je (ball me-mute of, 
ke his amful Providence? >.» i 
K-28 it ſhould cauſe us humbly to refictt-; pom 
= 0/7 n vile natures.) ave we been k from 
ne bke En1ls that others have been ci ol : 
F d;thanks to.our own hearts, for wE have the 
\ Lſengnanire'that they have, anditgod; had 
'F venus uþ- t9-oUr o7N Hoary pe ſhouts |. 
\, "EN nd $a%s 15 
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1 have been” | as bad ax they, or as any..of the * 
Children of men that ever were in the world. 
Wherefore the Apoſtle in the third Chapter 
to the: ns, diſcourſing of the ſtate of men 
by natu ith, Their feet are ſwift ro ſhed blood © | 
ver, 1 th by ; is every natural man a'mur- 
therer ? [Truly he hath a murderers heart with 
4 5n:him, and he would quickly ſhed bloud, he - 3 
" | would aftually ' commit. murder, if God did 
| not reſipain kim- _How fifould thus thought 4 
humble-us aff make ys vile in our” own eyes! © 
As I remewnber'it is fforied concerning that-*. » 
Bleſſed Martyr, "that ifke did hear of any that 
were condemned or accuſed on theaceounts of..' 1 
Witchcraft, Murder, Robberies, orany x; 5 
Imptery. He. would {mite ygpon his breaſt and. 3 
ſay, 1n thts breaſt of mine, is that which" would ; 
have cauſed: me to bave been guilty of the A oy bet: 
if the Grace of God had tyghggevented ine 
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